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From salt to brine - in the
footsteps of the miners

i n  th e  wor l d  he r i tage  re g ion  Ha l ls tat t
-  Da ch ste in  /  Sa lzkamme rgut

f r o m  E b e n s e e  t o  H a l l s t a t t  -  o r  v i c e  v e r s a

WITH  LUGGAGE  TRANSFER

OVERNIGHT  STAYS  IN  ***HOTELS/ I NNS

DAILY  ARRIVAL  POSSIBLE

© Gerhard Spengler © Elisabeth Carda

Of all the precious stones that the earth gives us,

salt is the most precious.
Justus von Liebig (1803 - 1873)
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The vital salt was discovered around 7000 years ago in the limestone mountains at Lake Hallstatt. It also

helped this unique holiday region to get its name - the Salzkammergut. The partially forrested brine line

path was created because the limited wood resources in Hallstatt at the end of the 16th century were no

longer sufficient to boil all the brine in the pan house. Therefore, saltworks were built in 1596, first in Ischl

and a few years later in Ebensee, into which the excess brine was fed. The 42 kilometers long hiking trail

leads along the oldest pipeline in the world. Once upon a time, the brine (salt saturated water) ran through

hollowed, interlocking tree trunks and the natural gradient was used to a large extent. The brine line, which

is still fully functional today, now consists of plastic pipes. For a long time this was the only way into the

Inner Salzkammergut. Today it is one of the most beautiful and historically most interesting hiking trails in

Austria.

Highlights
+  HIKING  ALONG  THE  OLDEST  " INDUSTRIAL  PIPELINE"  OF  THE  WORLD

+  IMMERSE  YOURSELF  IN  THE  SEVERAL  THOUSAND-YEAR-OLD  HISTORY  OF  THE  REGION

+  BOAT  RIDE  ON  LAKE  HALLSTATT

+  ADVENTURE  LONG-DISTANCE  HIKING  TRAIL  –  FOLLOW  YOUR  OWN  RHYTHM

+  OVERNIGHT  IN  THE  “WORLD  HERITAGE  SITE”  HALLSTATT

The  c ourse  of  your  h ik ing  tour :
Day  1 :  Ind iv idu a l  a r r i v a l  a t  t he  s outhern  end  of  the  T raunsee  -  to  Ebensee

The Traun, on its way between Totes Gebirge and Höllengebirge, flows into the Traunsee in the attractively

situated town. Ebensee is closely linked to salt production; here ends the more than 400-year-old brine

pipeline and the saltworks of the salt mining company is still active here today. The multi-layered and lived

customs in the little town forms the basis for the cultural life. In this context a visit to the Ebensee local

history museum is recommended (admission to be paid in cash on site), and the historical themed trail also

starts here. You will receive your detailed travel documents at the hotel. (1 night)
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Day  2 :  Fo l lowing  t he  T r a un  t o  Ba d  Isc h l

From Ebensee you follow the historic brine pipeline route to the imperial city of Bad Ischl and at the same

time overcome the longest stage of the journey. In the beginning, the cliffs of the Höllengebirge dominate

the landscape, as the Traun River does, which is crossed several times today. Before you reach Langwies,

the path leads through a piece of forest and invites you to rest and cool off with several streams. It

continues on level roads and forest roads. A few kilometers before you reach the spa town, the mighty local

mountain of Bad Ischl, the Katrin, comes into view. Since the middle of the 19th century, when Emperor Franz

Joseph began to spend his holidays in his summer residence in Ischl, it became a holiday home of European

standing. You can redeem the voucher for a souvenir in the Salzkammergut Touristik shop! (1 night)

Hiking: approx. 6-7 hours (19 km, ascent 542 m in height / descent 503 m in height)

Day  3 :  F rom  Ba d  Is ch l  v i a  t he  p i l g r image  s i te  o f  Lauf f en  to  Bad  Go isern

The pretty spa town is not on a lake, but at the turquoise-green waters of the Traun, on whose esplanade

today's stage begins. Past the valley station of the Katrin cable car and the bronze statue of the hunter

Emperor Franz Josef, you hike along the popular hiking trail to the small town of Lauffen. The name derives

from the rapids that the boatmen delivering the salt once had to overcome and asked the Madonna to

protect them from misfortune. Incidentally, this is also where the comedy “Weißes Rössl” was created. Once

you have left Lauffen behind you, the valley widens and the Kalmberg and then the mighty Dachstein

Mountains arise one after the other. Following the hamlet of Weißenbach, the mountain panorama is

particularly impressive due to the "Eternal Wall" on the left, the mighty ridge of the Hoher Sarstein and the

more than 2000-meter high Krippenstein in the distance. You will now reach the former woodworkers'

settlement of Bad Goisern. It extends over several kilometers to the northern end of Lake Hallstatt. The

place was founded because the local rich wood deposits were needed for heating the brine boiling pans in

Hallstatt. (1 night)

Hiking: approx. 3 hours (9 km, ascent 235 m in height / descent 224 m in height)
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Day  4 :  A long  t he  ea s t er n  s hor e  of  Lake  H a l ls tat t  to  the  town  of  H a l ls tat t

From Bad Goisern follow the brine line path to Steeg. The following section on the eastern shore of Lake

Hallstatt is panoramic, the view of the Dachstein Mountains is fantastic and the route is spectacular. The

flank of the Sarstein falls almost vertically into the lake and the partly on hanging bridges running path

gives the impression of walking over the water. You continue hiking to Obertraun and to Hallstatt for the

night. If you want to take a shortcut, you can take one of the snow-white ships of the local shipping

company from Hallstatt train station to Hallstatt market and save about eight kilometers on foot (ferry to be

paid on site). (1 night in Hallstatt)

Hiking: approx. 5 hours (19 km, ascent 127 m in height / descent 102 m in height)

Day  5 :  Ha l ls tat t  -  fa i r y t a l e  v i l l a g e  at  the  mounta in  lake

With its shingle-roofed, picturesque, half-timbered houses and pastel facades, church towers and market

square, Hallstatt nestles perfectly in the setting between the mountains and the lake. For all those who

want to spend even more time in the Salzkammergut area, additional nights can be booked. One of many

extension options is Hallstatt itself; you may visit the oldest salt mine in the world and enter a fascinating

underground world.

Otherwise, look forward to a morning boat ride from Hallstatt market to Hallstatt station. The journey back

to Ebensee on the Salzkammergut Railway is truly a special treat for railway enthusiasts, as the landscape

experienced during the journey is overwhelming. (Please bring your own luggage)
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© Edwin Husic

GENERAL  INFORMATIO N

The tours do not have any technical difficulties; the path has been newly adapted and made interesting for

adults and children. The family hiking trail of the Salzkammergut! Your hiking equipment should include:

closed sneakers or hiking boots, backpack (included in the arrangement!), sun and rain protection,

functional clothing.
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Arrangement
4x overnight  stay  in  ***hotel/ inn  with  breakfast

when  booking  half-board  with  a  3-course  dinner

1x welcome  video  with  explanations  and  information  you  need  for  this  tour

1x welcome  drink

1x boat  r ide  on  Lake  Hal lstatt

1x train  t icket  from  Hallstatt  to  Ebensee

1x refreshments  along  the  way  with  a  local  specialty

1x hiking  map  –  Salzkammergut  and  other  information  material  (1x  per  room)

1x Voucher  for  5  Euro  for  a  souvenir  from  our  information  center  in  Bad  Ischl

3x luggage  transfer  –  max.  2  pcs./person  and  max.  25  kg/case

+ Daily  service  hotl ine  from  8.00  am  to  6.00  pm  (also  on  weekends)

+ ‘A  Tree  for  your  booking’  –  for  every  hiking  tour  booked  with  us  a  tree  is  planted

Pr i ces  per  person  and  a r rangement  in  € :

 21.04. – 01.07.25
01.09. – 25.10.25 01.07. – 01.09.25

***Inns per person in double room with breakfast 534,00 559,00

supplement half board 153,00 153,00

supplement single room 142,00 142,00

additional night in double room / breakfast 72,00 72,00

additional night in a double room / breakfast in Hallstatt 82,00 82,00

additional night surcharge half board 25,00 25,00

additional night surcharge single room (except Hallstatt) 22,00 22,00

Additional night at Bad Ischl on request on request

Day of arrival daily daily

The local tax, also known as visitor's tax, is payable locally to the landlord; the amount depends on the

resort and is between 1,00€ and 4,00€ per person per night. Children up to the age of 15 are usually

exempt.
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Reductions for children staying in their parents' room (with 2 full-paying guests, maximum 2 children):

0 – 2 years: 100%

3 – 14 years: 30%

Accommodation description:

***Inns: Rooms with shower and toilet, some with TV, telephone, breakfast buffet

 

Information for arrivals by car:

Car parking is not always possible at specific locations, but on public parking lots (costs to be paid locally).

The location of the accommodations is mainly on the hiking trails.

 

Dogs are allowed in the accommodations on request. Surcharges extra on site. In Austria there is a general

linen and bite basket obligation!

Dogs are welcome - on request. Extra charge on site. In Austria there is a general leash and muzzle

obligation!

The standard terms and conditions of the Salzkammergut Touristik GmbH apply in the current version.

Rates and operating hours / timetables are subject to change

Our recommendations: Get a travel cancellation insurance.

Informations

https://skgtt.zo.media/{{file::b988c9cf-d7a9-11ee-bbe6-b42e99ccc1a5|urlattr}}
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Level of difficulty

Daily stages with up to 400 metres ascent - Ø 3-6 hours

walking time - easy terrain: Paths without major obstacles,

suitable for families.


